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Dear Alumni, Parents, and Friends of Mowglis, 

Transitions are always challenging, especially when you have the tra-
ditions and history of Mowglis. But in his first year our new director, 
Sam Punderson, has accomplished a great deal. Thanks to stepped-up 
recruiting and outreach efforts we held enrollment steady at a time 
when many other camps saw declines of 5-10%. Careful off-season 
management cut unnecessary expenses, usually by finding smarter, 
cheaper ways to get things done. He funded, purchased, and imple-
mented a new camp software system which will get our work done 
faster, and with fewer errors. Most importantly, he oversaw a summer 
which was exciting and wonderful in all the ways that you would expect.  
 
Many people contributed to Mr. Punderson’s success, but several deserve 
special mention. Tom Greenwell, a long-time camper and staffer, moved 
from Tripmaster to Assistant Director this past year. His extensive knowl-
edge and experience, combined with hard work was absolutely vital. He’s 
primarily responsible for the solid growth of the Yearling Program, which sent out two crews for the first time 
this year. Bob Bengston, our outgoing director, returned often to play the piano and give advice on a wide range 
of subjects from alumni outreach to plant maintenance. His presence was felt in many ways, from the entrance 
garden to the camp water and sewer system. Mr. Punderson’s administrative assistant, Holly Taylor, works 
tirelessly to keep the camp organized and on time. Her behind-the scenes efforts make a huge difference! 
 
Mowglis has also benefited from hands-on support from key camp alumni. Gary Wright returned, as 
he has for many years, to set up the rifle range. When the camp Watermaster left unexpectedly for-
mer Watermaster Beth MacDonald stepped in during the last week. Stu Carothers returned to work 
with the Junior Staff and provide another set of hands during the busy last week. Richard Morgan con-
tinues, as he has for decades, to maintain and upgrade the camp computer and phone systems. Dave 
Concannon and his wife Donna spent almost two weeks at Mowglis, helping out wherever needed. 
There are others, of course, and anyone who wants to help out is encouraged to contact our director. 
 
Now, as we look forward to the 2011 season, I hope all of you will remember Mowglis as you go about your 
lives. More than financial support, we need help finding the kind of boys who will benefit from a Mowglis 
summer. Next year, when the cannon’s roar echoes across 
the lake, we want camp to be better than ever. And we 
can’t do it without you!

Good hunting, all!  
 
 
Charlie Walbridge, ‘62 
President, HEMF 

A Message from the President
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Once again Mowglis has brought together boys and staff from all around the world.  Boys jumped right into their 
summer action plans with hopes of earning  Sharpshooter, completing Level 5 for the Swimmers, earning the fourth 
ribbon to claim a seat in the Inner Circle, making Squads, dedicating themselves to learning new skills, or sharpen-
ing ones learned in previous years.  This was also a summer of firsts - for both Mr. Punderson and Mr. Greenwell 
- it was our first time “running the show”.  It was the first summer at Mowglis for three great Senior Staffers and a 
wonderful Cub Mother.  For a few staff it was their first time back on staff in several years.  Five of the Senior Staff 
were campers of mine when I was a dorm staff.  All these dedicated adults were striving to achieve the same goals:  
providing a safe, fun, and productive environment.  They were able to unite from the very beginning and help fuel 
another truly amazing Mowglis season!

This Mowglis summer went by, as they usually do, very fast!  One 
reason for this is the structure of the summer schedule.  Between 
regular Mowglis days, trip days, overnight trips, athletic team sports 
days, (and remarkably, no rain day schedules) everyone was able to 
have a very productive summer.  I personally answered more ques-
tions this summer than I think I did in three years as the Tripmaster. 
It was great!  One of the best questions of the year (and there were 
many) was during the third week of camp during an inspection in 
Akela.  A camper asked me, “Mr. Greenwell, why do the end of all 
our beds rise after we make them? They lay flat the rest of the time, 
but do you see how the foot of the bed (talking about the mattress) 
is higher than the head.”  I had to take a minute to make sure I un-
derstood and answered “Nathaniel, it is because when you tuck your blankets under the sides and foot of the bed 
it raises it up. Nothing is tucked in under your pillow but a sheet, so it doesn’t make it rise.”  In eight years on the 
Senior Staff, no one has ever asked me such a good bed-making question.  It sticks out in my mind so well because 
one of the things we strive to do here at Mowglis is to get everyone to pay attention to the details. The boys this 
summer paid attention to detail.

Mrs. Holts Day was a very proud day for the boys, the staff, and parents.  Each person accomplishes so much each 
summer: progress in Industries, uniting as a dorm, forming new friends, and learning the ways of a Mowglis Man.  
Within a few hours after Mrs. Holt’s Day the camp goes quiet, the boys are making their way home with their fami-
lies, and the staff begins to pack away camp in a very meticulous way.  The look and feel of the place changes the 
most as you approach the waterfront, and your view of the water is obstructed by the T-dock which is carefully 
stacked in front of the canoe racks, with the Waingunga and the swimmers raft in front of that.  The water looks 
empty with the docks gone and only a lone sailboat still on the water.  Already the leaves on the trees are changing 
around camp; before long they will have all fallen to the ground and be buried by the first snowfall.

I look forward to being able to see as many of you as possible in the off-season.  I want to see all of you back next 
summer! And please, remember to bring a friend to share in this awesome place!

To  all of the 2010 Campers and Staff - Thank You!

Good Hunting,
Tommy Greenwell

A Message from the Assistant Director
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CREW DAY 2011 • Saturday, August 6th
Experience the magic all over again!

Please think about adding Crew Day to your calendar this 
summer. It is absolutely the most action- and energy-packed 
day at Mowglis in the entire summer! It brings you back to 
your time as a boy at Mowglis!  Come back for Crew Day. 

Schedules posted on the Mowglis website and Facebook pages.
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Mark Your 
Calendars for 
these upcoming

Mowglis Alumni/
Recruiting events:

Mexico City, Guadalajara 
Mexico

California

Colorado

Sugarloaf, Maine 
Ski Weekend

Keep a close eye on the Mowglis 
Facebook page and the Mowglis 
website for more information!

SWEATSHIRT DESIGN CONTEST	
In the Fall of 2009 the idea of a logo design contest 
was proposed by Mowglis to our community. There 
was a lot of excitement and discussion online 
about creating a Mowglis hooded sweatshirt 
(hoodie), t-shirt, magnets, car window stickers, and 
bracelets. Spring of 2010 designs were submitted 
online and voted on by members of the Mowglis 
Facebook Group. Mowglis alumni, campers, and 
staff were asked to come up with a new Mowglis 
logo that would be used to put on a limited edition 
hoodie. Designs were submitted by Memo Ciocca 
(Den ‘08), Zeke Frost (Den ‘08), and Maurico 
Calderon (Den ‘03). The votes were tallied, and 
one of Memo Ciocca’s designs was chosen as the 
winner. All of the designs submitted can be viewed in the photos on the Mowglis 
Facebook group page.  Andrew Khatri (Den ’93) came up with the quote “Making 
Men from Boys since 1903” which was printed below the design on the back 
of the sweatshirt. The logo and quote were silk screened onto red, blue, and 
grey hoodies. Alumni, Boys, and Parents were all able to purchase their own 
hoodies this summer, and they were a huge hit. There are still a few left so if 
you would like to get one, send us an email with the size and color you would 
like. Please understand that the stock is very low and we may not have your size, 
but if there’s enough demand we might do another run. Keep a lookout on the 
Facebook group page and website for the next design contest!

Winning sweatshirt design

Come back!
Mowglis Alumni: 

Come join in the mix with the fantastic 
group that we had this past summer. As I stated in my Directors Letter, it was a 
fun crew that had great energy, and provided the boys with an amazing summer. 
In addition to the staff who committed themselves to an entire summer, we were 
lucky enough to have multiple alumni who returned to be “guest staff” for as 
many as 3 weeks. This is a great tradition and one I don’t think many alumni are 
aware happens. It gives the boys even more opportunities to bond with a role 
model who they might identify with. 

Whether you are able to come for 
full summer season, or just for a 
week, we would love to talk with 
you about coming back to camp to 
be a positive role model, to be that 
staff member you knew and loved 
when you were a camper. If you 
have any interest, please contact 
me at director@mowglis.org.

—Sam Punderson
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DOUGLAS E. GeORGe (’66)

Douglas E. George, 57, died on Dec. 17, 2009 after a three-year battle with cancer. Doug came to Mowglis in 1963 and 
graduated in 1966. He was an outstanding hiker and woodsman who won the Wolf Paw Award. He played trumpet and 
french horn with great skill; Richard Morgain remembers playing with him in a the Brass Choir in the Chapel of the 
Woods. After a stint on the Junior Staff in 1967 he began working as an Appalachian Mountain Clubhutman. He became 
assistant hut master and hut master at Greenleaf and Madison huts and managed the Tuckerman Ravine shelter.  
 
Doug graduated from the University of New Hampshire in 1975 with a degree in resource management and later received 
degrees in civil technology and information technology from the UNH Thompson School of Applied Science. He married 
Caroline Edgerton of Bryn Mawr, PA in 1976. A year later they built their first house together. In 1979 they moved to 
Dover, NH, and founded Conserve Associates, later renamed Doug George Homes. Doug built over 100 high quality 
energy efficient homes and was recognized nationally and internationally as a leader in the field. A life member of the 
Appalachian Mountain Club he was an active hiker, biker, and skier throughout his life.

PeTeR HART (’55)

Peter Hart (Den ‘55) passed away a year ago in Livingston, MT. He was an outstanding outdoorsman at Mowglis, 
winning the Wolfs Paw Award. He had an outstanding career in the Park Service, managing parks all over the 
country and was well-known for his ability to work with all kinds of people. He was “Senior Ranger” at NPS, and 
after retirement he was often called back for months at a time to manage various parks during leadership transitions.

Rick Hulme (Den ’70) 
poses with the new
Mowglis sign that he 
replicated using the old 
design.

NEW SIGN AT MOWGLIS
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Charlie Walbridge visited with Garland and Jean Thayer this past 
June at their lovely home in Limestone, Tennessee. Garland was a 

counsellor at Mowglis in the 50’s and 60’s. A marvelous storyteller, he 
often told us tales of his life in the Southern Appalachians. In 1961 he 
was the only person who could keep my rowdy Panther under control. 

He lead by example and was a strong positive influence on all of us. 

A retired teacher, school principal, and United Methodist minister 
Garland stays active as a visitation minister for home-bound mem-

bers of a large congregation. His recent book, Moments of Mystery 
and Wonder, has many wonderful accounts of how God influenced 

his life. You can pick it up on Amazon. At 85 he and Jean have been 
married 45 years; four children and 7 grandchildren live nearby.

I always have something to smile 
about and smiles are contagious and 
worth spreading because they bring 
comfort. After climbing something 
hard and frustrating, being cold, and 
getting to the top to see a friend 
smiling about what you just did, it’s 
an amazing feeling to pass along, and 
it’s impossible not to smile yourself.

New York, California, Michigan, and 
Vermont

The basketball/soccer match held at 
Adventure Bound in Maine with the 
first session group.  We had some free 
time after rafting before dinner and 
we played games for hours. It was 
competitive, but the focus was on 
having everyone involved and to have 
fun. Interacting with boys not as an 
instructor but as another team mate 
on the field was a whole lot of fun.

Get on the road more. The basics 
are learned at camp for the most 

Pat Ploof, Yearling Director
part, and getting the groups more 
independent and self sufficient will 
be great.  To be able to see different 
landscapes in new areas to give the 
boys a taste of all the beautiful land-
scapes in New England.

Ice climbing, Ski Patrol, enjoying Life, 
and attending a Mowglis event so I 
can see the boys.

Hiking in Utah, out of the middle of 
nowhere, an old cowboy shows up 
out of nowhere.  He was quite rude 
to us, speaking down to us while sit-
ting on top of his horse.  We were on 
day two of a five day trip.  It was one 
thing from the back country that I 
will never forget.

Every year at the end of September 
in Jamaica, Vermont there is a dam 
release on the West River. This was  
by far the best release I’ve done.  My 
close friend Rob Shea was paddling 

bow with myself manning the stern.  
Over the course of the day Rob and 
I made four runs consisting of two 
swims and some great eddy turns.  
One of our swims was caused by 
a giant curling wave, which ate us 
and then spit us out, and it caused 
us to flip.  It was a day I will never 
forget and a release I will never 
miss in the future!



11

Dr. Warren Anderson
Mr. Paul Avery
Ms. S.E. Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Beckford
Mr. & Mrs. Brooks F. Benjamin
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Berking
Mr. Erik Bernhardt
Mr. & Mrs. Fermo A. Bianchi, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert P. Bigelow
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Birdsall
Mr. B. Chad Bradbury
Mr. Stephen Bridgewater
Mr. Paul Brown
Mr. Allyn L. Brown, Jr.
Mr. Stedman Buttrick, Jr.
Mr. Tom W. Carroll
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Cerwinski
Mr. Robert V. Cerwinski
Mr. & Mrs. Adna Chaffee
Mr. Richard W. Cheek
Dr. & Mrs. E. Foster Conklin
Mr. & Mrs. E. Foster Conklin, Jr.
Mr. Jason T. Coons
Mr. Donald E. Cummings
Mr. Fred H. Daniels
Mr. & Mrs. Byrd Davenport, Jr.
Mr. John Davidge
Mr. David Dawley
Mr. Geoffrey de Lesseps
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel C. Dennett
Mr. E. Dean Ellithorp
Mrs. Margaret Elmes
Mrs. Clitheroe H. Engel
Mr. & Mrs. Alfonso Erhardt
Mr. Frederic A. Eustis
Mr. Henry W. Farnum
Mr. Roger W. Farrington
Mrs. Sally Fay
Mr. Jonathan T. Feuer
Mr. Thomas Fisher III
Ms. Caroline Fiske
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Flower
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick V. Fortmiller
Mr. Frederick Fortmiller, Jr.
Mr. Andy Fouracre

Mr. & Mrs. James Francis
Mr. & Mrs. William T. Frantz
Ms. Nicki Gamble
Mr. Ed Gassiraro
Mr. David Gassiraro
Ms. Lynne Gassiraro
Mr. Peter Gassiraro
Mr. Matthew E. Gately, III
Mr. & Mrs. Leigh Goehring
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Graff
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Graff
Mr. Kent L. Graybeal
Capt. & Mrs. Douglas A. Hard
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Hard
Dr. & Mrs. John Harmon
Mr. & Mrs. Dean M. Hatheway
Mr. & Mrs. Philip L. Hawkins
Mrs. Susan G. Hazelton
Mr. John T. Hemenway
Ms. Cindy K. Hoekstra
Mr. & Mrs. Tyson S. Hoekstra
Mr. Hugo Hoogenboom
Mr. & Mrs. Amory Houghton, Jr.
Mr. William E. Howe
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Howe
Dr. & Mrs. James E. Hughes
Jean M. Hulme & Marion H. Bianchi
Mr. & Mrs. Charles R. Hurdman
Mr. & Mrs. William W. Jeanes, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Jeffress
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald L. Johns
The JWJ Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Peter B. Kent
Mrs. Jane Johnson Kent
Mr. Andrew M. Khatri
Mrs. Arthur Kimball
Mr. Bradford F. Kimball, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. James Kingsley
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kingsley
Dr. Peter John Knoke
Mr. & Mrs. Jay A. Kranis
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Kreisen
Mr. & Mrs. Ary J. Lamme, III
Mr. & Mrs. Butler W. Lampson
Mr. Charles L. Larkin IV
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The Robert W. Cook Scholarship was established this sum-
mer in memory of Robert W. Cook (Den ’51) by his family 
and daughter, Pamela Correia. Bob Cook was raised in Bristol, 
NH and attended Camp Mowglis while his father served as a 
Merchant Marine. He later became a Mowglis counselor dur-
ing the summer months while attending New Hampton Prep 
School. He enjoyed traveling to various countries and found 
beauty everywhere he visited. Because of his love of nature 
and respect for others, Cook became a great humanitarian 
helping individuals in need all over the world. 

The 2010 recipient of the Robert W. Cook scholarship was 
Hunter Perkins of Moultonboro. Hunter is an honor roll stu-
dent at Moultonborough Academy entering the 8th grade. He 
enjoys fishing, kayaking, hiking, playing soccer, golf, camping, 
learning to cook & trying new foods, being with his friends, 
and caring for his families’ pets. After high school Hunter 
would like to go to college and study to be a Marine Biologist.

While at Camp Hunter was a Pantherite. Some of his ac-
complishments:

Å Mahoosucs Pack trip
Å Franconia Ridge Pack Trip
Å Graduates Dinner Waiter
Å NRA Promarksman, 1st class, sharpshooter,

1st bar, 2nd bar, 3rd bar, 4th bar, 5th bar, 6th bar
Å Arts/crafts
Å Gopher squad
Å Red Cross Swimming Levels 1, 2, 3 & 4
Å Half Waingunga
Å Archery
Å Sailing
Å Red crew 1st form, 5
Å Winner of the 2010 Wright Riflery Award

2010 ROBERT W. COOK SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT: HUNTER PERKINS

His mom, Jennifer, reports to us that it was an amazing experi-
ence for Hunter as well as their family, as it was his first time 
away from home. She said that he was nervous about going 
to camp and missing out on spending time with his friends. He 
especially enjoyed the riflery. She tells us that Hunter returned 
from camp a much more confident young man, and said that he 
wouldn’t trade his time at Mowglis for anything.  

If you know a boy from New Hampshire who would like to come 
to camp this summer, please have them contact camp director 
Sam Punderson at  director@mowglis.org.  

This is a wonderful opportunity for us to introduce Mowglis 
to a boy who would not otherwise be able to take part in the 
Mowglis experience.

Hunter accepting the 2010 Wright Riflery Award
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*	 Matthew Baird, III (Den 1916)

   K. Robert Bengtson ( Den 1969)

   R. Arthur Bradbury (Den 1951)

  	 Benjamin W. Dulany (Den 1933)

*	 Helen C. Elwell (b. 1888, d. 1976)

  	 Roger W. Farrington (Den 1958)

  	 Charles B. Feuer (Den 1973)

  	 Philip L. and Elizabeth Hawkins
	 (parents of Robert Hawkins, Den 2000)

*	 Senator H. John Heinz, III (Den 1953)

  	 Robert C. Howe (Den 1972)

*	 William Tredwell “Treddy” Ketcham, Jr. 
	 (Den 1933)

  	 Christopher P. Kriesen (Den 1980)

*	 Edward F. Lincoln (Den 1956)

*	 Henry H. Livingston, Jr.
	 (Crew Coach, 1938)

  	 Henry H. Livingston, III (Den 1955)

	 Charles N. Ludlow ( Den 1941)

THE BAGHEERA SOCIETY
Leaving a legacy and helping to assure our mission today and tomorrow.

It is with heartfelt appreciation that we recognize the following alumni and friends who, in 
an ongoing and collective way, are strengthening Mowglis future for generations to come by 
expressing their interest to include Mowglis as a beneficiary of their estate.

“Mowglis We Go Singing On Into �e Coming Years”

* Indicates those of whom have passed on.

	 Lockwood D. “Woody” Merriman (Den 1962)

	 Stephen B. Minich (Den 1971)

*	 Edward W. Morrison (Den 1953)

  	 John H. Morrison, III (Den 1948)

  	 Henry A. Phillips (Den 1950)

  	 Henry R. “Buzz” Ringe, II (Den 1950)

*	 Mary R. Russell (b. 1891, d.1988)

 *	Ruth E. Russell (b. 1894, d. 1988)

   John L. Scott (Den 1932)

  	 Jeffrey A. Shaw (Crew Coach, 2003)

  	 Dwight B. Shepherd (Den 1967)

*	 Clyde H. “Mickey” Smith (Den 1946)

	 Perry M. Smith (Den 1972)

	 Christopher H. Thompson (Den 1984)

  	 James R. Van Schaick (Den 1967)

	 Charles C. Walbridge (Den 1962)

	 Douglas P. Warwick (Den 1951)

	 James G. (Den 1969) and Linnea P. Westberg

Please consider joining the Bagheera Society by including Mowglis in your estate planning.  No details 

or documentation are necessary, just an indication of your intentions to the Director.  If you would like 

information on how to include Mowglis in your plans, contact Sam Punderson at (603) 744-8095 or 

director@Mowglis.org.
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YEARLING UPDATE
This past summer we ran two three-
week sessions for Yearlings. There 
were 7 boys in the first session and 5 
boys in the second session, along with 
their skilled and passionate leaders Mr. 
Pat Ploof and Mr. Cameron Carothers.  
Each group followed a similar sched-
ule. Session one backpacked in the 
Pemigiwassett Wilderness of New 
Hampshire’s White Mountains and the 
second session, on the Long Trail in the 
Green Mountains of Vermont. Then 
there was whitewater kayaking on the 
Deerfield River in Massachusetts, moun-
tain biking in various locations in New 
Hampshire, and rock climbing locally at 
the world-famous sport crag, Rumney 
Rocks. Session one white water rafted 
on the Kennebec in Maine and session 
two sea kayaked in Muscongus Bay in 
Maine. The combination of the sessions 
brought three new boys to Mowglis and 
nine returning Mowglis. Most of the 
boys were from New England, one from 
Washington State and three from Spain.

The Mowglis Yearling Program teaches 
leadership, teamwork, outdoor, and 
social skills to high school age boys.  
The program has the unique ability 
to be custom tailored to the group’s 
interests. Communication between 
Mowglis, the Yearling Leader and the 
potential Yearlings is what guides the 
program to the interest the boys have.  
When planning the coming summer, 
after speaking with potential Yearlings 
as well as our veterans, we develop a 

program that is fun, effective, educa-
tional and safe.

The 2011 Yearling Program will be full 
of energy and excitement. We plan to 
do more sea kayaking this coming sum-
mer, as it was the favorite activity for 
most of the group who participated in 
2010. Our goal is to get the groups out 
of camp more and keep them on the 
move throughout their three weeks. 
We strive to continue to deliver a high-
ly effective program.

In early June 2010, work was done 
around the Yearling campsite on the 
west side of the road at Mowglis. The 
fire ring was re-excavated and the 
rim lined with stones.  Paths were re-
opened from spring growth and small 
sites were opened up for the Yearling 
Leader’s tent.  During the summer the 
Axemanship boys spent time cleaning 
up large logs that had fallen, building 
bridges, and groups continued to clear 
their way up the White Footed Mouse 
Trail. Last winter Tommy Greenwell 
and Tom Bridsall spent a few days 
hiking through the snow looking for 
Mowglis Trail Signs and flagging trees.  
Over 1000 feet of flagging was used 
to mark the trail from Mowglis to the 
Stokes Memorial Forest.

All of these improvements and plans 
will help to create an even stronger ex-
perience going forward. We’re looking 
forward to next summer!  
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ALUMNI NOTES

, wrote to us this winter and said, “ I began my time at 
Mowglis in Baloo. I was out of shape and in for a little bit of lifestyle change 
shock.  But by my Den year, I had worked myself into good enough shape to have 
the honor of being on Gopher Squad and the victorious Red Racing Crew. I also 
made the Inner Circle, having earned ribbons in (as I now recall) Axemanship, 
Canoeing, Camping, and Crew. Fast forward 12 years, and I am now a future 
soldier in the US Army, shipping to boot camp on January 25, 2010.  My occu-
pational specialty will be Intelligence Analyst.  The discipline skills I learned at 
Mowglis will no doubt be of use. In fact, I realize that Mowglis has very adequate-
ly prepared me for what lies ahead and should certainly make my participation 
in many drills and ceremonies a breeze.”  

, long-standing supporter of Mowglis wrote to fill us in on her 
family’s Mowglis history: “My grandfather, George Gibbs, worked at Mowglis 
from 1920 to 1957.    I have the scrapbook presented to him at his Testimonial 
Dinner, held at Mowglis on August 8, 1957.    In it are the original letters from 
many of the early campers at Mowglis.  The book includes personal notes from 
U.S. Senator Norris Cotton, Bill Hart, and Alcott Farrar Elwell, whom I remember 
meeting when I was a small child at the North Place.
 
My father, Ivan Gibbs, also worked at Mowglis.  While he was working, my sisters 
and I lived on the Island (I never knew the name) and during the summer of 1955 
or ‘56, our house in Windham, NH, burned to the ground.  It was only through 
the generous contributions of the Mowglis family that we were able to make a 
new start in Plymouth, NH.
 
After my grandfather’s death in 1962, my grandmother, Irene Braley Gibbs, 
worked at Mowglis.  She loved it there and I believe it was one of the things that 
kept her going during the difficult years after George’s death.  I was very touched 
when you remembered her in “The Mowglis Howl.” 
 
My uncle, Carter Gibbs, attended Mowglis, as well as my cousin, Scot Gibbs.  
 
When David and I decided to marry, it seemed unacceptable to hold the ceremo-
ny at any place other than the Chapel at Mowglis.  An outdoor wedding is a risky 
choice for a New Hampshire couple, but September 4, 1965 was a perfect day.  In 
1995, on the occasion of our 30th anniversary, we returned to the camp and had 
our picture taken at the Chapel Arch. We returned again in 2005.”
 

, camp counselor in charge of tennis in 1997 wrote us from Malaysia 
after receiving last year’s Call. He had this to say: 

“To quote a line in your recent letter: As the Goodnight Song says, ‘the 
things we’ve done and the pals we’ve met are never, ever forgotten.’” 
  
The above is so true. It struck me even more when I saw your recent news-
letter,  on page 16, and I can still remember these  two 
names and  faces. These two were 14 year olds (I think) Donovan Holtz and 
Jordan Baker. I am certain the camp at Mowglis have made them greater men. 
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I remember some of my fellow counselors and the staff back in 1997. I think 
there was Chad Bradbury, Peter Dietz, Peter Manthiass and a German 
counsellor who “stole” my lobster a few nights before our camp ended :-) 
  
Working with the kids back then was memorable!”

 was a camper in the 50’s, on staff in the early 60’s, and is a former 
trustee. He remembers getting the call from Mr. Hart his first season as direc-
tor. He needed an archery instructor because the fellow who was going to run 
the program cancelled out. Randy went down to the local sporting goods store, 
bought a bow, some arrows, and a how-to book, and started practicing. He got 
pretty good, and the kids loved him. He remembers Mr. Hart coming down past 
the archery range and introducing him to some visitors. He shot a perfect bulls-
eye—one of the few he hit all summer—right then!
 

, a long time camper, counsellor, and former presi-
dent of the board of trustees, has retired from his last position as chair of the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation but remains on the board of the Academy 
in Rome. They offer the famous “Rome Prize” for artists, who spend a year liv-
ing together with other prize winners. It is a remarkable opportunity for talented 
artists. Bill and his wife split their time between Rome, Virginia, and California.  
 

, a camper and counselor in from the early sixties to the early 80’s and 
a long-time assistant director is teaching philosophy at Plymouth State College in 
New Hampshire. He has a strong following with students who enjoy his challeng-
ing and provocative intellect. 

 (former Holt-Elwell Foundation Board member) writes that he and 
his wife Jo Ann are still happily living in New York, as is his daughter 

 and her husband, Tim Gomes. Sons Andrew and Jordan, Mowglis 
alums, live, respectively, in Italy, and Los Angeles, CA. , 
a LEED-accredited architect, holds a Masters in Architecture from Columbia 
University and a B.A. from Duke University.  He moved to Italy after winning the 
Rome Prize for Historic Preservation in 2008. An unexpected Mowglis connection 
accompanied the award ceremony:  , former President of the Board of 
the Holt-Elwell Foundation and currently President of the Board of the American 
Academy in Rome, presented Andrew to the Board of the Academy.  Andrew has 
remained in Rome to teach architecture and to research ecology and urbanism 
in support of sustainable design projects such as his “Green Piazza” proposal (for 
which he was awarded the Rome Prize) and his “Vertical Farm” (highlighted in 
Eco-Gowanus:  Urban Remediation by Design, published by Columbia University’s 
Urban Design Program).  He is married to Maryann Fennimore Kranis, a teacher, 
artist and singer-songwriter.

, a television writer and producer, holds a BA from the 
University of Miami.  His primary professional focus has been sports-related doc-
umentaries, two of which – both HBO productions - garnered Emmy nominations. 
The first, the critically acclaimed series, , was awarded an Emmy 
in 2004.  The second, , was nominated for an Emmy in 2006, and 
was recently selected by  as the Best Sports Documentary of the 
first decade of the 21st Century.  Jordan currently produces the , which 
airs on Spike TV.  He is married to Trish Brush, Manager of a custom design furni-
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ture firm in Los Angeles. They are the proud parents of soon-to-be 6 year-old Koby.  
Jordan enjoyed attending a New York Mowglis reunion (before he moved to LA) and 
re-connecting with a number of old mates, including Benji Ringe.  Watching the slide-
show brought back a flood of wonderful memories of his days on Newfound Lake. 

 was headmaster of the Hawkins School in Cleveland 
for 15 years and the American Collegiate Institute in Ismere, Turkey for 4 years. 
Now retired, he lives in Cushing, Maine.

We spoke with soon after he was run down by a snow-
boarder at Okemo in Vermont. A member of an “over 70” ski club, he is active on 
the slopes despite his 80+ years. Like all Pundersons, he’s tough! Despite pain from 
a dislocated shoulder and bruises all over his body he spoke fondly of Mowglis and 
its influence on his life. He also brought us up to date on the activities of his four sons.  
 

 lives in Florida He retired from the U.S. Navy after reach-
ing the rank of Command Master Chief.   worked for his 
father at Punderson Oil Company then continued to work for the new owners when 
it was sold. Now retired, he lives in Longmeadow, MA.  
started another successful oil company in Longmeadow.  

 has been a logger who learned his trade in the Mowglis axe yard and has been 
helping his cousin Sam with work around the camp property. He lives in nearby 
Hill, NH.

, is living in New Canaan, CT and working at 
a small leasing company nearby. His two daughters are getting married this year.

 wrote recently to update us on his recent accom-
plishmets and whereabouts:

“This year I have been fortunate enough to earn an “appointment”, an acceptance 
to the United States Military Academy or West Point as it is commonly known.  
The road to West Point is a hard one, filled with many interviews, handshakes, and 
enough corny jokes that going to a comedy club is forever ruined for me. However, 
one of the major things that I would have to say helped me was my time spent 
at Mowlglis and the wonderful things I learned from my instructors and with my 
friends. As Major Karbel, who interviewed me for my nomination, put it, “it seems 
like through this camp you have already learned and excelled at all of the things 
an Army officer would do and then some!” But aside from getting to know literally 
everyone from the Eastern seaboard Army Command, getting into West Point has 
certainly been a journey for me. You have to be in amazing shape physically, chal-
lenge yourself academically and prove you can handle it, and have a disciplined 
mindset and attitude in order to join the “long grey line” of cadets. I will admit, 
most if not all of those things were a challenge for me to do, but in the end I found 
that Mowglis has certainly helped me with all of them. So for those who are cur-
rently campers and might have an interest in a military academy, know that you 
are being trained by some of the best to help you become the best. Try your hard-
est in industries, be a leader on the pack trips, and, as hard as it may be, wake up 
on time for revelry, because all of it matters in the end, even inspection. Thank you 
again to all those who have helped me along my path, especially my good friends 
Mr. Greenwell and Mr. Bengtson. Good hunting!”







Get Back
&

Give Back
Weekend

Save
the date!

Weekend of 
June 4-6, 2011

GET BACK AND GIVE BACK WEEKEND,
JUNE 3-5, 2010
(Formerly known as Work Weekend)

“
e lake was warm; 
the sun hot; 

the work satisfying; 
the company enjoyable; 

and the victuals amazing!” 

-Woody Merrimam  (‘62) 

“
e Get Back, Give Back weekend, was a great opportunity to get back to camp in a 
casual atmosphere, to catch up with old friends, meet some new alums and help get the 
camp ready for the summer.  As soon as you smell those pine needles and all those other 
things that remind you of camp you will be glad that you didn’t miss the opportunity to 
help the camp and the campers...  Also, a nice impromptu soak in the lake might help 
with that too!”
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